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NEARCTICREGION(DIPTERA: TACHINIDAE)
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Abstract.— '^2LV!\t changes are needed for six Nearctic Tachina. Three valid names are

proposed: T. ampUforceps (Rowe, 1931) for T. hispida (Tothill, 1924), nee T. hispida

Robineau-Desvoidy (1830); T. dakotensis Townsend (1892) for T.florum Walker (1849),

nee T. florum Robineau-Desvoidy ( 1 830); and T. robinsoni (Townsend, 1915) for T. nitida

(van der Wulp, 1882), nee T. nitida Zetterstedt (1838). Three new names are proposed:

T. californimyia Arnaud for T. intermedia (Reinhard, 1 942), non T. intermedia Zetterstedt

(1844); T. nearctica Arnaud for T. spinosa (Tothill, 1924), non T. spinosa Zetterstedt

(1838); and T. oligoria Arnaud for T. latifrons (Tothill, 1924), non T. latifrons Meigen

(1824).
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In his treatment of the Tachinidae in the

Manual of Nearctic Diptera, Wood (1987)

proposed many generic synonymies and new
combinations in footnotes in his key to gen-

era. He reported that 39 species of Tachina

Meigen occur in the Nearctic Region with

the footnote, "Included here are all species

formerly placed in Metopotachina Town-
send and Nowickia Wachtl." (This total

agrees with the number of taxa included in

Metopotachina and Nowickia as cataloged

by Sabrosky and Arnaud (1965: 993-996)).

I interpret Wood's action as having trans-

ferred all Nearctic species oi Metopotachina

and Nowickia and their junior synonyms to

Tachina. In cataloging these taxa I found

the following nomenclatural changes nec-

essary.

Tachina ampUforceps (Rowe),

Valid Name

Fabriciella hispida Tothill, 1924: 26 5. -As
Tachina hispida (Tothill): Wood, 1987:

1244 (new combination; preoccupied by

Tachina hispida Robineau-Desvoidy

(1830: 189)).

Fabriciella ampUforceps Rowe, 1931: 673-

674.

Fabriciella hispida Tothill was trans-

ferred to Nowickia {Fabriciella) by Sabrosky

and Arnaud (1965: 995) and to Tachina by

Wood (1987). Since Tachina hispida (Tot-

hill) is a secondary junior homonym of

Tachina hispida Robineau-Desvoidy (1 830),

Tachina ampUforceps (Rowe) is removed

from synonymy and becomes the valid name
of this taxon.

Tachina dakotensis (Townsend),

Valid Name

Tachina florum Walker, 1849: 722. Preoc-

cupied by Tachina florum Robineau-

Desvoidy (1830:192).

Echinomyia dakotensisTownscnd, 1892: 94.

Transferred to Tachina by Wood (1987:

1244).

The primary homonymy of Tachina flo-

rum Walker (1849) with Tachina florum
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Robineau-Desvoidy ( 1 830) was overlooked

until now. Tachina Jlorum Walker was

transferred to Nowickia (Fabriciella) by Sa-

brosky and Amaud (1965: 944) and re-

turned to Tachina by Wood (1987). This

species has two synonyms—Echinomyia

dakotensis Townsend (1892) and Larvae-

vowpsis orientalis Townsend (1916). Since

Tachina fJorum Walker should be replaced

by the oldest available name, Tachina dako-

tensis (Townsend) becomes the valid name
for this taxon.

Tachina robinsoni (Townsend),

Valid Name

Jurinia nitida van der Wulp, 1 882: 82.— As
Tachina nitida (van der Wulp): Wood,
1987: 1244 (new combination: preoccu-

pied by Tachina nitida Zetterstedt (1838:

646)).

Upodemocera robinsoni Townsend, 1915:

229.

Jurinia nitida van der Wulp was trans-

ferred to Nowickia (Rhachogaster) by Sa-

brosky and Amaud (1965: 996) and to Tach-

ina by Wood (1987). Since Tachina nitida

(van der Wulp) is a secondary junior hom-
onym of Tachina nitida Zetterstedt, Tach-

ina robinsoni (Townsend) is removed from

synonymy and becomes the valid name for

this taxon.

Tachina californimyia Arnaud,

New Name

Fabriciella intermedia Reinhard, 1942: 27-

28. —As Tachina intermedia (Reinhard):

Wood, 1987: 1244 (new combination;

preoccupied by Tachina intermedia Zet-

terstedt (1844: 1114)).

Fabriciella intermedia Reinhard was

transferred to Metopotachina by Sabrosky

and Amaud (1965: 993) and to Tachina by

Wood( 1 987). With its inclusion in Tachina,

it is a secondary junior homonym of Tach-

ina intermedia Zetterstedt. Tachina califor-

nimyia Arnaud, new name, is proposed for

Tachina intermedia (Reinhard), non Tach-

ina intermedia Zetterstedt.

Tachina nearctica Arnaud,

New Name

Fabriciella spinosa Tothill, 1924: 263.— As
Tachina spinosa (Tothill): Wood, 1987:

1244 (new combination; preoccupied by

Tachina spinosa Zetterstedt (1838: 648)).

Fabriciella spinosa Tothill was trans-

ferred to Nowickia (Echinomyodes) by Sa-

brosky and Amaud (1965: 994) and to

Tachina by Wood (1987). It is a secondary

junior homonym of Tachina spinosa Zet-

terstedt (1838). Tachina nearctica Amaud,
new name, is proposed for Tachina spinosa

(Tothill), non Tachina spinosa Zetterstedt.

Tachina oligoria Arnaud,

New Name

Fabriciella latifrons Tothill, 1924: 260,

269. —As Tachina latifrons (Tothill);

Wood, 1987: 1244 (new combination;

preoccupied by Tachina latifrons Meigen

(1824: 365)).

'

Even though Tothill did not provide an

original description of his new species, Fa-

briciella latifrons, the name was validated

on the basis of characters included in his

key and with the distribution "Man.,
N.W.T., S.D., Colo." Walley (1933: 168)

cited the number of specimens deposited in

collections and gave specific localities. Fa-

briciella latifrons was transferred to Nowick-

ia (Rhachogaster) by Sabrosky and Amaud
(1965:996)andtor«c/?mabyWood(1987),
where it has become a secondary junior

homonym of Tachina latifrons Meigen

( 1 824). Tachina oligoria Amaud, new name,

is proposed for Tachina latifrons (Tothill),

non Tachina latifrons Meigen. The name is

derived from the Greek oligoria —
'"slighx-

ing, negligence" —in reference to Tothill's

omission of an original description in the

proposal of his new taxon Fabriciella latif-

rons.



168 PROCEEDINGSOFTHEENTOMOLOGICALSOCIETY OFWASHINGTON

Acknowledgments

I thank Dr. Wojciech J. Pulawski and Mr.

Vincent F. Lee, California Academy of Sci-

ences, San Francisco, for nomenclatural and

editorial assistance.

Literature Cited

Meigen, J. W. 1824. Systematische Beschreibung der

bekannten europaischen zweifliigeligen Insekten.

Vol. 4:xii + 428 pp., pis. 33-41. Hamm.
Reinhard, H. J. 1942. Notes on Fa^nc/W/a with de-

scriptions of five new species (Tachinidae, Dip-

tera). Bulletin of the Brooklyn Entomological So-

ciety 37: 24-30.

Robineau-Desvoidy, J. B. 1830. Essai sur les My-
odaires. [Paris] Institute de France, [CI. des] Sci-

ences Memoires presentes par divers Savants a

I'Academie Royale des Sciences de Tlnstitut de

France, Sciences Mathematiques et Physiques,

Paris [ser. 2] 2: 1-813.

Rowe, J. A. 1931. A revision of the males of the

Nearctic species in the genus Fabriciella (Tachini-

dae). Annals of the Entomological Society of

America 24: 643-678, pis. 1-4.

Sabrosky, C. W. and P. H. Amaud, Jr. 1965. Family

Tachinidae (Larvaevoridae), pp. 961-1108. In

Stone, A., C. W. Sabrosky, W. W. Wirth, R. H.

Foote, and J. R. Coulson, eds., A Catalog of the

Diptera of America North of Mexico. United States

Department of Agriculture, Agriculture Hand-

book, No. 276:i-iv, 1-1696.

Tothill, J. D. 1 924. A revision of the Nearctic species

in the genus Fabriciella (Tachinidae). The Cana-

dian Entomologist 56: 257-269.

Townsend, C. H. T. 1892. Notes on North American

Tachinidae sens. str. with descriptions of new gen-

era and species. Paper III. Transactions of the

American Entomological Society 19: 88-132.

. 1915. New western and southwestern Mus-

coidea. Journal of the New York Entomological

Society 23: 216-234.

. 1916. Elucidations of NewEngland Muscoi-

dea. Insecutor Inscitiae Menstruus 4: 4-12.

vanderWulp, F. M. 1882. Remarks on certain Amer-

ican Diptera in the Leyden Museumand descrip-

tions of nine new species. Notes from the Leyden

Museum 4: 73-92.

Walker, F. 1849. List of the specimens of dipterous

insects in the collection of the British Museum.
Vol.4: 689-1172. London.

Walley, G. S. 1933. A note on some Fabriciella types

(Dipt.; Tachinidae). The Canadian Entomologist

65: 168.

Wood, D. M. 1987. Tachinidae, pp. 1 193-1269, figs.

1-268. In McAlpine, J. F., ed., B. V. Peterson, G.

E. Shewell, H. J. Teskey, J. R. Vockeroth, and D.

M. Wood (coordinated by). Manual of Nearctic

Diptera. Vol. 2. Agriculture Canada Monograph

No. 28: i-vi, 675-1332, illus.

Zetterstedt, J. W. 1838. Dipterologis Scandinaviae.

Sect. 3: Diptera, pp. 477-868. In Insecta Lappon-

ica. vi + 1,140. Lipsiae.

. 1844. Diptera Scandinaviae. Disposita et

descnpta. Vol. 3: 895-1280. Lundae.


